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• ISIL inflicts more deaths on the battlefield than through terrorism.

• The movement of foreign fighters into Iraq and Syria continued in 2014 and 2015.

• Excluding Turkey, Europe accounted for 21% of all foreign fighters in 2014.

In reference to trends of terrorism in Western countries, the majority of deaths from 
terrorism do not occur in the West. Excluding the September 11, 2001, attacks, approxi-
mately 0.5% of deaths from terrorism have occurred in the West since 2000. (If one 
includes the September 11 attacks, the percentage increases to 2.6). Further, lone wolf 
attackers are the main perpetrators of terrorist activity in the West. In fact, during the last 
nine years, Islamic fundamentalism was not the main motivation of terrorism in the West. 
Approximately 80% of deaths by these lone-wolf terrorists were motivated by right wing 
extremism, nationalism, antigovernment sentiment and political extremism and other 
forms of supremacy.65

Historical Context of Modern Terrorism
Even though it is difficult to offer a clear and concise definition of terrorism, it is essential 
that we provide a brief historical overview. Presenting some historical context provides 
a better understanding of terrorism’s origins and helps develop an appreciation of its 
implications.66 Terrorism is a type of political warfare; thus, like war, while it retains its 
consistent nature, the causes, objectives, and motivations of terrorism evolve. The first 
known terrorist group was the Sicarii, an extremist group of the religious sect of Zealots 
who tried to banish the Romans and their Jewish collaborators from the Judean region 
from A.D. 66 to 73. The term Sicarii refers to the short sword or sica, their weapon of 

Source: Global Terrorism Index. 
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